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20t December 2024
Dear Carolyn,

Thank you for your letter following the petition your Committee has received, requesting the
creation of a structure within the Senedd to ban politicians convicted of intended deception.

As you may well be aware, the Senedd’s Standards of Conduct Committee (SoCC) is
currently undertaking an inquiry into Individual Member Accountability, the scope of which
includes:

“gathering evidence on the merits of introducing further mechanisms for the
disqualification of Members and candidates found to have deliberately deceived the
electorate including through an independent judicial process.”

As part of that inquiry, the SoCC has undertaken a public consultation which closed in
September of this year and has held evidence sessions with a number of expert witnesses.
In addition, | attended an evidence session with the Committee earlier this month to set out
some of the Government’s provisional views on individual Member accountability.

| understand that the SoCC is intending to conclude and report on its work in January 2025,
and - as | set out in my correspondence to that Committee — the Welsh Government looks
forward to the those reports so that our work can take account of the outcome and
recommendations of the inquiry.

Yours sincerely,
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Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Climate Change and Rural Affairs

Canolfan Cyswllt Cyntaf / First Point of Contact Centre:
0300 0604400
Bae Caerdydd « Cardiff Bay Gohebiaeth.Huw.Irranca-Davies@llyw.cymru
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CF99 1SN
Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.
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